When I saw her she appeared a tolerably well nourished healthy girl; there was no swelling of the limbs or body; the urine was albuminous, no casts. Large doses of bromides of ammonium and potassium with iron were prescribed, and also brisk aperients. Only two fits occurred after her return home, and she has since gone on satisfactorily. But the two following cases, differing as they did in many particulars, must be considered as widely apart from the foregoing. Without says, with very rare exceptions, of which, however, he has never seen an instance, the urine is loaded with albumen in eclampsia.
Robin1 discriminates certain differences between the albuminuria of Bright's disease and the temporary albuminuria of the puerperal condition; in the former the oxide of copper test produces a beautiful red-violet colour, and flocculent black precipitate; this does not occur in the latter. But temporary albuminuria is so common an experience, and may be considered as due to so many different influences, that it is no wonder that Robin's observations have been practically of little utility; a passing bladder catarrh, an exposure to a chill, a change of diet, etc., may explain certain mild cases. In Case I. the existence of reflex paralysis seems in harmony with the irritation theory, the vaso-motor theory of Dr Macdonald. In Case II., in which it is vastly unfortunate an autopsy was impracticable, we had a more pronounced condition of renal disease. Braxton Hicks' excellent work on this subject led him to the views, now so widely known, in explanation of eclampsia nisi prior albuminuria,?(1.) That the convulsions themselves are the cause of the nephritis; (2.) That the nephritis and convulsions are produced by the same cause, e.g., some detrimental ingredient circulating in the blood irritating both cerebro-spinal system and other organs at the same time; or (3.) That the highly congested state of the venous system, as is produced by spasm of the glottis in eclampsia, is able to produce the kidney complications.
I, however, believe that there was an ante-partum renal condition in both cases (however produced) for at least a short time before parturition. In both cases the women were affected for several weeks with considerable dropsy. This 
